


 It has been a fantastic start to the year, 
with a strong sense of momentum and 
plenty already happening here in 
Dunedin. The calendar is shaping up to 
be an exciting one, with a wide range of 
events and activities planned that will 
continue to bring members together and 
strengthen our club community.

  First, I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to all our new members who 
have recently joined us. It’s great to see 
the club continuing to grow, and we look 
forward to getting to know each of you at 
upcoming events. I would also like to 
thank those members who have renewed 
their memberships—your ongoing 
support and commitment are what keep 
the club thriving year after year.

  March saw us attend a fantastic bike 
show, which proved to be a real highlight 
early in the season. The event attracted 
a great turnout, with an impressive 
display of bikes and strong engagement 
from both members and the wider 
community. It was an excellent 
opportunity to showcase our passion, 
connect with others, and promote the 
club in a positive and vibrant way. 

Following that, our Tri Chapter event with 
Clyde Valley and Red Rose Chapters 
was another major success. The 
collaboration between chapters created a 
great atmosphere, and it was clear that 
everyone involved thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. Events like these not 
only strengthen relationships across 
chapters but also reinforce the sense of 
camaraderie and shared enthusiasm that 
makes our club so special.

  With such a strong start to the year, we 
are well positioned for what lies ahead. 
There is plenty more to come, and I 
encourage all members to get involved, 
attend events, and make the most of 
everything on offer.

Enjoy ride safe and you only get out of 
what you put into the Chapter . 

And remember I am only a phone call 
away, I always have time for you . 

Craig

Directors Welcome
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I began motorbiking when I turned 17, but 
after experiencing two major accidents, I 
decided against risking a third incident. 
Consequently, I didn't get back into riding 
until I was 50 years old. I started with a 
Keeway Superlight 125, which had about 
as much power as a gentle breeze 
against a sieve, and I successfully 
completed my motorcycle test in February 
2020.

Initially, after passing my exam, I intended 
to buy a Kawasaki Vulcan and avoid 
joining any club. However, a friend 
advised me against this, suggesting that I 
would ultimately end up with a Harley, so I 
should just go for one right away. While I 
was assisting in setting up for the 2020 
Scottish Motorbike Show, I met a few 
members and decided to join the chapter 
in March.

After riding a Black Harley Sportster 
1200XL Super Low for six months, I 
realised it wasn’t suitable for two riders, 
leading me to upgrade my bike. I then 
purchased a Road King, but after a few 
close calls with dropping it, I opted for a 
Harley Ultra Low, which is better for 
shorter riders. Following that, I traded it in 
for a quite 2021 Sport Glide. By June 
2025, I upgraded to an Alpine Green 
2024 Road Glide that had just over 2000 
miles on it, complete with a comfortable 
upgraded seat, chrome footpegs, and 
Jekyll and Hyde exhausts. So far, I've 
added Kahuna Heated Grips.

Assistant Director
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Bikes, Gear & Ge�ng Road  Ready
Spring’s here. The roads are calling, the bikes are 
waking up, and somewhere out there… someone’s 
already broken down because they skipped the 
basics. Don’t be that story.

This is your quick, no  nonsense guide to ge�ng 
yourself. and your Harley, ready to ride.

The 10  Minute Bike Check (Do It. 
Seriously.)
You don’t need to be a mechanic, just mildly 
responsible.

  Tyres  

  Check pressure (not “kick it and hope”)

  Look for cracks, flat spots, or anything that says 
“I’ve been si�ng since October”

  Brakes  

  Pads s�ll there? Good start.

  Any squealing, grinding, or “that doesn’t feel 
right”? Get it looked at brakes aren’t a gamble

  Ba�ery  

  If it sounds like it’s struggling, it  is  struggling

  If you didn’t trickle charge it over winter… well, 
you’re about to find out why people do

  Fluids  

  Oil, brake fluid, coolant (if applicable)

  If it’s low, top it up. If it’s black and mysterious, 
change it

  Lights & Indicators  

  Quick walk  around check

  If your indicator’s flashing like it’s having a nervous 
breakdown, sort it

  Chain/Belt  

  Check tension and condi�on

 No one wants that “clunk  clunk” soundtrack on a 
nice ride

Clean It Like You Actually Care
There’s something about a clean bike that just rides 
be�er. It doesn’t, scien�fically but it feels like it 
does, and that’s enough.

  Get the winter grime off properly

  Polish the chrome if that’s your thing

 While cleaning, you’ll spot issues you’d otherwise 
miss

Bonus: turning up to the first group ride on a 
gleaming bike earns quiet respect. Turning up filthy 
earns… comments.

Gear Check – Not Just for Show

We all love the look, but gear’s there to keep your 
skin a�ached to your body.



  Helmet  

  Any drops, cracks, or “I’ve had this since 2008”? 
Replace it

  Visor clean? You’ll want to see where you’re going

  Jacket & Gloves  

  Check s�tching, armour, and general wear

  Waterproofs: test them now, not mid  downpour 
somewhere near Aviemore

  Boots  

  Grip, comfort, and not falling apart

  Wet feet 30 minutes into a ride is a mood killer

Sco�sh Spring Reality Check
Let’s not kid ourselves it’s s�ll Scotland.

  One minute: sunshine and op�mism

  Next minute: sideways rain and regret

Pack for all of it:
  Waterproof layer (non  nego�able)

  Spare gloves if you’ve got them

  Something warm, even if it looks decent when you 
leave

Op�mism is not a weather strategy.

What’s New in the Garage?
This is the part where we show off a bit.

Got:

  A new bike?

  A ques�onable modifica�on?

  Something loud, shiny, or completely unnecessary?

Send it in. We’ll feature a few each issue because 
half the fun of riding is pretending we needed that 
upgrade.

Final Word
A quick check now saves a long wait later usually in 
the cold, explaining to your mates why you 
“definitely checked everything.”

Get the bike sorted. Get the gear ready. And when 
the ride comes… just enjoy it.

Because a�er a long winter, that first proper run?

That’s what it’s all about.
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New for 2026, to support the loss of the ABC’s of Touring riding 
challenge, we are introducing the RIDE365 Dealer Challenge!

This is a riding challenge that incorporates the fundamentals of RIDE356:

1. Riding & logging miles
2. Visi�ng dealerships
3. Healthy compe��on!

Each UK & Ireland (UKI) based dealership will have a RIDE365 Challenge Sign, these signs can be 
moved inside & outside the dealership and moved next to your Harley-Davidson to snap a photo. The 
aim is to visit as many UKI dealerships as possible in the same calendar year, and the take a photo 
with the RIDE365 Challenge Sign!

Each valid photo, taken at each individual dealership is worth points:

Photo of the RIDE365 Challenge Sign + yourself = 1 point

 Photo of the RIDE365 Challenge Sign + yourself + your Harley-Davidson = 2 points

Each dealership RIDE365 Challenge Sign can only be submi�ed once. With a total of 17 dealerships in 
the UK & Ireland there is a maximum of 34 Dealership points available.

Certain Harley-Davidson UK & Ireland events will also be loca�ons that HOG members can gain points 
towards the RIDE365 Dealer Challenge. There is a Harley-Davidson UK & Ireland Event RIDE365 
Challenge Sign that will be present at the following events only:

Event   Start Date End Date Loca�on
Experience Tour - Kickback Show  11-Apr    12-Apr  Three Coun�es Showground, Malvern, WR13 6NW 

Experience Tour - The Country Café 16-May 17-May   49 High St, Ingatestone CM4 0AU 

Experience Tour - Lynhams of Laragh 23-May 24-May  Lynham's of, Brockagh, Laragh, Co. Wicklow, A98 K576,

Ireland BikeFest    29-May 31-May  Killarney, Co. Kerry, Ireland 

Experience Tour - Veloce Club  06-Jun 07-Jun  5 Bury Mead Rd, Hitchin SG5 1RT 

ABR Fes�val    25-Jun 28-Jun  Ragley Hall, Alcester, UK 

Experience Tour - Loomies   04-Jul 05-Jul  Alton Road GU32 1JX 

Moto GP - Silverstone   07-Aug 09-Aug  Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, UK 

Motorcycle Live - NEC   14-Nov 22-Nov  NEC, Birmingham, UK 



Due to motorcycle access constraints, the following events will only have the ability to gain 1 point 
(HOG member + RIDE365 Challenge Sign): MotoGP Silverstone & Motorcycle Live – NEC.

Therefore, there is a total of 50 points available for the 2026 calendar year.

The challenge with have 3 layers:

1.  RIDER: Individual HOG members holding a valid Full or Life HOG membership can take part with 
their Harley-Davidson motorcycle(s).

2.  PILLION: Individual HOG members holding a valid Associate or Life Associate HOG membership 
can take part as a passenger on a Harley-Davidson motorcycle(s).

3.  CHAPTER: UK & Ireland Chapters will have the total points of par�cipa�ng members collated.

We are currently developing a dedicated submission webpage - more details on how to submit your 
photos will follow, but I wanted to take the opportunity to tell you & your members about the 
challenge before the Open House events taking place at dealerships this weekend!

I have a�ached a handy checklist to help members track their photos and points.

Please encourage your members to snap a photo this weekend with the sign (and 
their bike!) and we will release details of submission next week, as well as some 

official terms & condi�ons.

This challenge is only open to UK & Ireland based HOG members with a valid GB or 
IE HOG member number, and is only applicable to UK & Ireland based dealerships.

For any ques�ons or queries, please contact the HOG UK & Ireland team by 
emailing hogukandireland@harley-davidson.com , 

The idea is simple – ride to UK & Ireland based dealership loca�ons, and have fun!










